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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

The amendment filed 07/17/06 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) because it 
'introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no amendment 
shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added material 
which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: the specification supports 
the legs being hinged. Pivotal movement does not necessarily encompass a hinge. 
Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-3,5,8,9,11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent #6,763,912 to ROBINSON et al. in view of US Patent #4,747,243 to 
ANSTEAD. ROBINSON et al. discloses the use of a portable deck system (1 10,120) 
including a platform assembly (5,80), see figures 4 and 9, having top surface (104) 
positionable adjacent an entry door (not shown). The plartform (5,80) including a 
support frame formed of a plurality of lateral extents (90) and a plurality of longitudinal 
extents (88,92); a plurality of leg members (22) mounted to the lateral extents (90); a 
plurality of decking members (86) removably coupled via threaded bolts, column 4, line 
34-37 to the support frame; wherein the support frame includes a first portion (FP) 
removably coupled to a second portion (SP) via fasteners, column 5, lines 55-59. 
ROBINSON et al. discloses the basic claimed system except for the legs and lateral 
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extents being pivotally coupled. ANSTEAD teaches that it is known in the art at the time 
the invention was made to pivotally attach legs (21\22') and lateral/longitudinal extents 
(59,60) and (46,47) and (44,45). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the system of ROBINSON 
et al. with the pivot legs of ANSTEAD in order to create an ease for transporting the 
assembly. Regarding claim 2, the system further includes an access means (5,122) 
operationally coupled to the platform providing vertical transition from ground level. 
Regarding claim 3, ROBINSON et al., as modified by ANSTEAD, discloses legs 
movable between a stored position parallel to the lateral extent (90) and a support 
position perpendicular to the lateral extent (90). In reference to claim 5, the first portion 
(FP) is separable from the second portion (SP) via fasteners. Regarding claim 7, the 
access means (5,122) is a stair assembly. In reference to claim 8, the stair assembly 
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(5,122) includes a frame having a plurality of incremental vertical supports (12) and a 
plurality of treads (16). Regarding claim 9, the stair frame (5,122) is selectively coupled 
to the platform, column 3, lines 8-14. In reference to claim 1 1 , the assembly includes a 
railing (60) having at least one hand rail (68) and at least two vertical stanchions (62,64) 
coupled to the platform, column 3, lines 39-51. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent #6,763,912 to ROBINSON et al. in view of US Patent #4,74,243 to ANSTEAD as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of us patent #6,810,995 to WARFORD. 
ROBINSON et al., as modified by ANSTEAD, discloses the basic claimed system 
except for the meg members telescoping. WARFORD teaches that it is known in the art 
to provide a system with telescoping legs (30). It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
assembly with telescoping legs in order to facilitate an ease of transport and installation. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 13-18,20 and 21 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yvonne M. Horton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6845. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am - 3:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Naoko Slack can be reached on (571) 272-6848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


YvonneMI. Horton 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3635 



